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Africa and the International Financial Crisis
Speaker:   Nicolas van de Walle
Date:  October 22, 2009
Time:  2:30 p.m.
Place:  G-08 Uris Hall

Nicolas van de Walle (PhD. Princeton University, 1990) is the John S. Knight Professor of International Studies, Professor 
of Government and former Director of the Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies. His primary fi eld is compara-
tive politics. His teaching and research focuses on the political economy of development, with a special focus on Africa; 
on democratization, and on the politics of economic reform. His most recent book is African Economies and the Politics of 
Permanent Crisis, 1979-1999 published September 2001.

Making Aid Effective: An NGO's Experience
Speaker:   Naana Agyemang-Mensah
Date:  October 29, 2009
Time:  2:30 p.m.
Place:  G-08 Uris Hall

Naana Agyemang-Mensah joined The Hunger Project-Ghana as Country Director in January 2000. Prior to that, she 
worked with the Ghanaian National Council on Women and Development (NCWD).  Dr. Agyemang-Mensah has served 
as a consultant to FAO, World Bank, WHO and the Ministry of Finance. She is a member of the Scientifi c Committ ee 
of the West Africa Sub-regional Agricultural Research Network of the Council of Ministers of Agriculture (REPA) and 
a member of Ghana's National Committ ee on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Dr. Agyemang-Mensah 
received her B.A. in English, Sociology and Education from the University of Cape Coast in Ghana, her M.A. in Agency 
(Mental health) Counseling from Michigan State University and her Ph.D. in Adult/Non-formal Education with a mi-
nor in Community Development/Women in Development from Michigan State University. She received the Thoman 
Fellowship for Hunger and Famine Prevention at the Michigan State University in 1985. Her Dissertation research was 
on the nature and extent of rural women's participation in food processing activities in Ghana.

The Impact of Humanitarian Aid on Continental 
African Development Initiatives
Speaker:   Tom Kwasi Tieku
Date:  November 5, 2009
Time:  2:30 p.m.
Place:  G-08 Uris Hall

Thomas Kwasi Tieku teaches international relations and directs the African Studies Program at the University 
of Toronto, where he was recently awarded the Ranjini Ghosh Award for excellence in teaching.  He has a B.A. 
with Honors from the University of Ghana, an M.A. from Brock University, and a Ph.D. from the University of 
Toronto. His areas of interest include international mediation and diplomacy; confl ict resolution; multilateral 
democracy promotion, international political economy; international institutions and comparative regional 
integration; politics of international development; and African politics. He has consulted on these subjects for 
development organizations including the World Bank Group and government agencies.  His recent works can 
be found in African Aff airs, Africa Today, African Security Review, Canadian Foreign Policy Journal and International 
Journal.
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Changing African Attitudes Towards Foreign Aid
Speaker:   Robert Calderisi
Date:  November 12, 2009
Time:  2:30 p.m.
Place:  G-08 Uris Hall

Robert Calderisi is an economist and a writer. He studied at the Universities of Montreal, Oxford, Sussex and Lon-
don. In 1968, he was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship for the Province of Quebec.  He started his career at the Depart-
ment of Finance in Ott awa in 1971, moved to the Canadian International Development Agency in 1975 and to the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development in Paris in 1978, then spent 22 years at the World Bank, 
headquartered in Washington, DC.  Mr. Calderisi was the World Bank’s Country Division Chief for Indonesia and the 
South Pacifi c (1987-89), head of the Bank’s Regional Mission in Western Africa in the Ivory Coast (1991-94), the Bank’s 
international spokesman on Africa (1997-2000) and Country Director for Central Africa (2000-2002). His book, The 
Trouble with Africa: Why Foreign Aid Isn’t Working was published by Palgrave Macmillan (New York) in March 2006 and 
by Yale University Press (London) in July 2006. A French translation was issued by Les Editions Fides (Montreal)) in 
August 2006. In December 2006, The Economist magazine selected it as one of the best books of the year.

Connecting Small-Holder Farmers to markets
Speaker:   Ken Davies
Date:  November 19, 2009
Time:  2:30 p.m.
Place:  G-08 Uris Hall

Ken Davies is the Coordinator of the WFP Purchase for Progress Initiative. Most recently he has been WFP 
Representative and Country Director in Mozambique (2006-2009), Uganda (2001-2006), Cambodia (1996-2000), 
Swaziland (1993-1996) and India (Advisor 1989-1993). Prior to joining WFP he was Band Aid Live Aid Representative 
for Sudan, Tigray and Eritrea based in Khartoum, Agricultural Coordinator for Save the Children in western Sudan, 
Director of the NYC GreenThumb and Open Space Reclamation programs, an Agricultural Extension agent for 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, and a farmer.

Semester Wrap-Up
Speakers:   Graduate Students
Date:  december 3, 2009
Time:  2:30 p.m.
Place:  G-08 Uris Hall
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“We must start from the simple premise 
that Africa's future is up to Africans.  .  . .   
For just as it is important to emerge from 
the control of another nation, it is even 
more important to build one's own.”
                                        Barack Obama
                                        President of the United States
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