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The American Research Center in Sofia (ARCS,
www.einaudi.cornell.edu/arcs), established in
2004, is dedicated to research in the humanities
and social sciences and represents a consortium of
educational institutions registered in North
America. ARCS is a Member of the Council of
American Overseas Research Centers and an
Educational Member of the American Chamber of
Commerce in Bulgaria. Thanks to a generous
donation by the Packard Humanities Institute,
ARCS acquired in early 2008 its permanent home
in Sofia, consisting of a four-level building on
property of over 16,000 sq. ft.

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Council of American Overseas Research
Centers (CAORC) welcomed ARCS as a full
member at its annual board meeting on April 25,
2009. CAORC's member institutions exist
throughout the world and greatly facilitate
academic cooperation and research by North
American scholars.

We are very pleased to report that the America for
Bulgaria Foundation (ABF) awarded ARCS a grant
totaling $383,680 to support various activities
related to the mission of ARCS. ARCS will
collaborate with the ABF and the Field Museum in
Chicago to promote archaeological research and
preservation of cultural sites in Bulgaria.

We extend a warm welcome to our newest
institutional members: John Cabot University,
represented by Eric De Sena (Art History and
Studio Art); Princeton University: Margaret
Beissinger (Slavic Languages and Literatures);
Santa Clara University: William Greenwalt
(Classics); and the University of Texas, San
Antonio: Boyka Stefanova (Political Science and
Geography).

ARCS Board of Trustees has appointed three new
members: Mr. Philip Dimitrov, former Prime
Minister of Bulgaria and Ambassador of Bulgaria to
the United States, Mr. James Pardew, former
Ambassador of the United States to Bulgaria, and
Dr. Nora Dimitrova, Director of the United States
Office of ARCS.

Dr. Nikola Theodossiev, ARCS Associate
Academic Director, continued his work on
developing the Bulgarian sector on the
international e-journal Fasti Online
(http://www.fastionline.org/), published by
Associazione Internazionale di Archeologia Classica

in Rome and supported by the Packard Humanities
Institute. Currently, excavation reports on more
than 200 archaeological sites from Bulgaria are
available on Fasti.

December 1, 2008. Mr. Marshall Lee Miller, a
Director of America for Bulgaria Foundation, met
with Dr. Nikola Theodossiev and discussed
opportunities for collaboration in the field of
archaeology. Mr. Miller visited the ARCS
headquarters and was introduced to the current
Fellows.

December 9, 2008. Professor Kevin Clinton, Chair
of ARCS Managing Committee and President of the
Board of Trustees, met with the Directors of the
America for Bulgaria Foundation (ABF) in New
York City, in order to outline the plan for future
cooperation between the ABF and ARCS.

December 18, 2008. Professor Kevin Clinton and
Dr. Nora Dimitrova attended the opening of the
exhibition "Bulgarian Archaeology in 2008" at the
National Archaeological Institute with Museum
(NAIM) and talked to Bulgarian and foreign
scholars attending the event. They also had a
fruitful discussion with Dr. Lyudmil Vagalinski,
Assistant Director of NAIM.

December 19, 2008. The U.S. Ambassador in
Bulgaria H.E. Nancy McEldowney had a cordial
conversation with Professor Clinton and Dr.
Dimitrova and welcomed the establishment of
ARCS.

January 16, 2009. Professor Mitchell Orenstein
from the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies at Johns Hopkins University
and his students, who were conducting a research
trip to Bulgaria, visited the new building of ARCS
and met with Dr. Nikola Theodossiev and ARCS
Fellows and staff members.

January 27, 2007. At the General Assembly
Meeting of the American Chamber of Commerce
in Bulgaria Dr. Theodossiev described ARCS and
its mission to interested participants.

February 12, 2009. Professor Julia Stefanova,
Executive Director of the Bulgarian-American
Commission for Educational Exchange (Bulgarian
Fulbright Commission) and ARCS Trustee, toured
the headquarters of ARCS and conversed with the
Fellows and staff members.



February 16, 2009. Dr. Theodossiev gave a guest
lecture at the American University in Bulgaria
(AUBG) by invitation of Professor Evelina
Kelbetcheva and had a cordial meeting with the
AUBG academic community.

March 10, 2009. Dr. Theodossiev attended a
meeting with a delegation from the Fox School of
Business at Temple University. The event was
organized by the American Chamber of
Commerce in Bulgaria and took place in the
American Corner at the Sofia City Library.

March 21-23, 2009. Dr. Theodossiev accompanied
the Board of Directors of the America for Bulgaria
Foundation on their trip to Veliko Tarnovo and the
impressive Roman town Nicopolis ad Istrum,
founded in the beginning of the 2nd century AD.
The Board of Directors of America for Bulgaria
Foundation visited afterwards the ARCS
headquarters and met with Dr. Theodossiev and
the staff.

March 25, 2009. Dr. William Parkinson from the
Field Museum in Chicago, Mr. Marshall Lee Miller,
a Director of America for Bulgaria Foundation, and
Dr. Theodossiev discussed possibilities for
cooperation with Dr. Lyudmil Vagalinski, Assistant
Director of the National Archaeological Institute
with Museum.

April 15, 2009. Ms. Svetla Kostadinova, Executive
Director, and Mr. Peter Ganev from the Institute
for Market Economy visited the ARCS
headquarters and met with Dr. Theodossiev.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM: SPRING TERM

The annual Spring Term Program focuses on the
history of religion in Bulgaria from antiquity to the
20th  century, including ancient religion,
Christianity (Orthodoxy, Catholicism, and other
Christian faiths and movements), Judaism, and
Islam. The Fellows enjoyed illuminating lectures
and seminars on the following topics:

e Dr. Maya Vassileva, Center of
Thracian  Studies: "Mainstream
Religious Ideas in Thrace"

* Professor Nicolay Sharankov, Sofia
University St. Kliment Ohridski:
"Greek, Thracian, and Eastern Cults
in the Greek Colonies on the Black
Sea Coast"

* Dr. Elissaveta Moussakova, National
Library St. Cyril and St. Methodius:
"Visualizing the Text in Bulgarian
Mediaeval Manuscripts"

* Professor Clemena Antonova,
American University in Bulgaria:
"Myth-making in the Arts: The Case
of the Boyana Church"

* Professor Liliana Simeonova,
Institute of Balkan Studies: "Papal
Missions to Bulgaria: 866-870"

* Professor Serguey Ivanov, American
University in Bulgaria: "Introduction
to the Topology of the Orthodox
Christian Temple"

* Orlin Yordanov, National High
School of Ancient Languages and
Cultures: "The Palamite Doctrine of
the Term "Energy" in the Context of
Original Sin"

e Dr. Krum Bacvarov, National
Archaeological Institute with
Museum: "The Prehistory of Jar Burial
Tradition"

* Professor Evelina Kelbetcheva,
American University in Bulgaria:
"The Treatment of Islamic Minorities
in Bulgaria under Communism"

* Professor Svetlana Ivanova, Sofia
University St. Kliment Ohridski:
"Minority Groups in Modern
Textbooks of Bulgarian National
History"

*  Professor Rositza Gradeva, American
University in Bulgaria: "Islam in the
Balkans/Bulgaria: Past and Present,
Politics and Culture"

The trip (March 16-20), led by Dr. Nikola
Theodossiev, started in Sofia and its vicinity. The
participants visited the Orthodox Church St.
Nedelya, the Catholic Church, the Synagogue, and
the Banya Bashi Mosque. These major landmarks
of the Sofia downtown are located within close
proximity of each other, testifying to traditional
religious diversity and tolerance in Bulgaria. The
participants also toured monuments in the vicinity
of Sofia: the Boyana Church, famous for its
splendid Renaissance-like frescoes, the
Dragalevtsi and the Gorna Banya Monasteries. The
trip continued in North Bulgaria, with a visit to
some monasteries from the Mediaeval and
Ottoman periods, located along the Balkan Range:
Sedemte Prestola Monastery, Cherepishki
Monastery, Glozhene Monastery and Troyan
Monastery. The Fellows also visited the Kilifarevo
Monastery, Kapinovo Monastery and  St.
Pantaleimon Monastery in the Veliko Tarnovo
region. During the last day of the trip, the
participants examined two outstanding religious
monuments in Veliko Tarnovo, the capital of the
Second Bulgarian Kingdom: the St. Forty Martyrs
Church and the St. Peter and St. Pavel Church, the
latter displaying some beautifully preserved
Mediaeval paintings. Dr. Pavlina Vladkova gave a
fascinating tour of the Archaeological Museum of
Veliko Tarnovo, founded in 1871. As always, we
are grateful to our Manager Anton Kazakov for his
competent and safe guidance. More information
about the monasteries can be found on
www.bulgarianmonastery.com, a very helpful and
informative site.

SURVEYING SUBURBAN SEUTHOPOLIS
2009 REPORT

Shawn Ross, University of New South Wales
Adela Sobotkova, University of Michigan

Since we began archaeological fieldwork in
Bulgaria in 2004 we have had our share of
difficulties. This year, however, we are beginning
to reap the rewards of our hard work. In late 2008
we were awarded a prestigious three-year grant

































